San Francisco IHSS Public Authority

Operations & Coordination Committee - Regular Meeting

Minutes of May 4, 2004

	Roll Call


	Present: Peggy Coster, Raymond del Portillo and Ethel Richardson.



	Others Present


	Donna Calame – Executive Director and Patrick Hoctel – Executive Assistant. 

	Call to Order


	The meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM.

	Agenda


	The agenda was adopted as amended: three items were added to the New Business section.



	Minutes


	The minutes of April 6, 2004 were adopted.



	Issues & Reports
	Donna Calame reported that the Governor had recently backed off on plans to eliminate the IHSS Residual Program and had instead applied for a federal waiver to make up the program funds. She noted that the waiver extolled the good work of the Public Authorities throughout and people were generally feeling optimistic about the future of the PA’s. However, she cautioned that the Governor’s about-face was conditioned on federal approval and only applied to this one aspect of his proposed IHSS cuts.  Extensive education about the impact of the cuts in human terms must continue. She reminded those present of the Annual Senior Rally on May 12th and Capitol Action Day on May 20th.

In her CAPA update, Ms. Calame reported that CAPA had signed on to a letter of support for the federal waiver along with 50 to 60 other organizations. She said that the communications consultant CAPA had hired was modifying the group’s message somewhat now that the Residual Program appeared to no longer be on the chopping block. Ms. Calame explained that CAPA was taking a good deal of her time, as turn to her with questions and she was responsible for setting agendas for meetings, moving projects along, etc.

The Pregnancy Disability Leave section of our Personnel Policy was reviewed and discussed by committee members. Basically, this section had been updated to conform to the Family Leave Act and other policies.

Motion: To send the amended Pregnancy Disability Leave section of the Personnel Policy to the Governing Body with a recommendation for its approval. (Unanimous acceptance.)



	New Business
	Peggy Coster reported on the Comcast Community Outreach survey/Community Needs Assessment. Ms. Coster stressed the importance of the Public Authority and other nonprofits getting involved in this process to ensure that nonprofit news coverage is part of the new franchise agreement. She said that nonprofits should educate themselves about Comcast and its services, attend focus groups and planning meetings, and make sure their specific needs and desires re: programming were listed on the survey/assessment.

Ms. Calame distributed copies of a letter from Department of Public Health Director Dr. Mitchell Katz, informing the Public Authority of changes to the HEALTHYWORKERS Program. The changes included increasing the monthly premium (but no increase in the workers’ premium contribution), designating Rite-Aid as the pharmacy where prescriptions are filled, and increasing pharmaceutical co-pays. Committee members were primarily worried about the increase in co-pays, noting that paying $5 more per prescription, for instance, could be a hardship for someone already living on the edge. Members recommended that the letter should be on the next Governing Body agenda as an Action Item and that a response should be formulated at that time. This suggestion met with unanimous approval.

Ms. Calame apprised the committee that the Living With Dignity Policy Committee would again soon be asking participating organizations, such as the Public Authority, to fill out a Community Partnership Agreement. She will ask the committee in the near future to formally recognize that we are indeed part of this partnership.

Ms. Calame reminded everyone of PECC’s October 1st “Let’s Rock and Roll!” event at Union Square. PECC would like us to participate by doing outreach and being a sponsor. Sponsoring a chair costs a minimum of $500 and involves signing up people to rock (in a chair) or roll (in a wheelchair) and obtain donations for doing so. Peggy Liao will be our point person for this event.



	Special Items for Governing Body Meeting


	The Pregnancy Disability Leave policy was designated as an Action Item for the next Governing Body agenda, as was responding to Dr. Katz’s letter regarding changes to the HEALTHYWORKERS Program.



	Announcements/

Public Comment


	Senior Action Network (SAN) will host a budget rally and general meeting on Thursday, May 13.  Postcards asking supervisors and the Mayor to restore $2 million to the Department of Aging and Adult Services were distributed to the committee and others present. Ms. Calame reported that the search for a Deputy Director was progressing. The Unsworth Agency, which has helped us find employees in the past, is leading the effort to identify likely candidates.



	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m.




___________

Peggy Coster, Chair
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