San Francisco IHSS Public Authority

Governing Body - Regular Meeting

Minutes of January 11, 2005
	Roll Call


	Present: Peggy Coster (President), Vincent Behan, Sharon Brunn, Raymond del Portillo, Jim Illig, Ruth Nunez, Jose Quintana and Michael Smith. Excused: Ethel Richardson.


	Others Present
	Nicholas Wukich – Deputy Director, Luis Calderon – Project Coordinator, Peggy Liao – Project Coordinator, Rick Zawadski – Consultant and members of the public.

	Call to Order


	The meeting was called to order at 1:10 p.m.

	Agenda


	The agenda was adopted.

	Minutes


	The minutes of December 14th were tabled until the February Governing Body meeting.

	Director’s Report
	 The Director was in Washington, D.C. for the National Convening on Consumer Direction at the invitation of the NASUA and the NCOA, so no report was given.

	Operations & Coordination Committee


	The 2004 Annual Report update was postponed until the February meeting.

The new Board manuals were distributed. The GB members were asked to review the manual and bring their comments and/or questions to the next meeting.

Nicholas Wukich did a brief presentation (“How to Read Financial Documents”) on how to read a budget, an income statement and a balance sheet. He used the Quarterly Reports from the Public Authority’s 1st Quarter. Rick Zawadski provided additional clarification to Board members. Mr. Wukich also distributed printed materials outlining the information. The Board indicated that the information was easy to understand.

Peggy Coster reported that some of the rules concerning purchasing wheelchairs under Medicare will be changing. Currently, there is an open comment period during which individuals can voice their concerns about these changes by posting their comments on an Internet site. Luis Calderon gave out the e-mail address for that site.
Jim Illig said that the PA should make a formal comment on this issue. (It was unclear if a comment had already been made.) He also suggested that the PA collect the e-mail addresses of providers and consumers so that should an issue like this arise in the future, an e-mail can be sent to everyone urging them to comment. Mr. Calderon indicated that the PA does not currently collect the e-mail addresses of providers and consumers. In the past, the PA has compared the list of e-mail addresses it does have to the lists kept by Planning for Elders and Mayor’s Office on Disability. Almost everyone on the PA list is also on the other two lists and is already receiving e-mails on issues like this one from those agencies.



	Program Committee
	Peggy Liao reported that the first year of the Worker Training Program was coming to an end and that the PA trained more providers (over 300) than originally expected. Providers are still calling to get on the waiting lists for upcoming classes. Ms. Liao also reported that the PA may hire its own trainer in the new contract year, as the Arriba Juntos trainer has left. The Consortium will be hiring a part-time trainer, and the PA may fund the additional part-time salary so that a full-time trainer can be hired. The PA and the Consortium are currently discussing this possibility. The PA is now looking for space in which to hold the trainings. DAAS and Local 250 are two possibilities.


	Ad Hoc Nominating Committee

	Ms. Coster reported that Ethel Richardson will be termed out in March, creating an opening for a senior consumer. There are two applicants for the younger consumer position. Ms. Coster asked Mr. Calderon if one of those applicants, who is almost 60, could be considered for the senior slot.

Ms. Coster said that the Ad Hoc Nominating Committee will recommend at the March GB meeting that both Sharon Brunn and Ray del Portillo be reappointed to the Board.
Ms. Coster asked if any of the Board members present were interested in being officers for 2005-2006. Michael Smith responded that he was interested in being Secretary; Mr. del Portillo in Vice President; and Ms. Brunn in Treasurer. Both Peggy Coster and Vincent Behan voiced interested in being President.



	New Business
	The Board was asked to submit comments on the POH Governance Policies no later than Friday, January 14th, to Patrick Hoctel. So far, Mr. Hoctel has only received comments from Mr. Illig, Ms. Coster, Dr. del Portillo, Mr. Smith and Donna Calame. Once he receives all the comments, he will consolidate them into one document for the Board to review. Mr. Illig suggested that the entire Board review the manual and the policies therein. He indicated that there may be some conflict between those policies and the POH Governance Policies which the Board is using as a model.
Mr. Calderon gave a quick overview of the Governor’s proposed budget changes as it relates to IHSS. The Governor is proposing to reduce the state share in worker wages to minimum wage ($6.75 per hour) and not to participate in benefits at all.



	Announcements/

Public Comment


	Jose Quintana reported that he, Ms. Brunn, Dr. del Portillo, Ms. Coster and Mr. Calderon went to Local 250 for a scheduled Joint Advocacy meeting on January 10th. Unfortunately, the meeting had apparently been canceled, although no one at the PA had been notified. Local 250 has not rescheduled.


	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.


___________________

Peggy Coster, President
