San Francisco IHSS Public Authority

Operations & Coordination Committee - Regular Meeting

Minutes of June 1, 2004

	Roll Call


	Present: Peggy Coster (chair), Sharon Brunn and Raymond del Portillo. Excused: Vincent Behan and Ethel Richardson.



	Others Present


	Donna Calame – Executive Director, Nick Wukich – Deputy Director, Patrick Hoctel – Executive Assistant and Rick Zawadski – Consultant.

	Call to Order


	The meeting was called to order at 1:15 PM.

	Agenda


	The agenda was adopted with the addition of: Item E. on board development.



	Minutes


	The minutes of May 4, 2004 were adopted.



	Issues & Reports
	The committee welcomed Deputy Director Nick Wukich to the Public Authority and warmly congratulated him on his new job.

Ms. Calame reported that as regards the state budget, the Governor’s proposed IHSS cuts were still all on the table, although the state had applied for a federal waiver to retain the Residual Program. The current situation is an improvement on the outlook in January, but the Governor is still proposing only to support a $6.75/hour worker wage, not the current $10.10 (including benefits).

In addition, the state is proposing to withdraw its support for making public authorities mandatory. Ms. Calame noted, however, that advocates for IHSS, older adults and people with disabilities had been very active around the state, generating lots of good news coverage with demonstrations, marches, rallies, etc. Democratic and some Republican legislators remain firm against the Governor and his IHSS proposals, but she feels that the program will continue to be a target over the next couple of years.

On a local level, Ms. Calame said that she has been assured that our agency is secure for now. She believes that San Francisco would retain the Public Authority, even if doing so were voluntary, and that we’re in relatively good shape compared to many other agencies. She reported that the Mayor’s budget was being presented today and that he was trying to preserve direct services and IHSS.

In her CAPA update, Ms. Calame reported that CAPA lobbyist Karen Keeslar and the lobbyist for Protection & Advocacy, Inc. are both convinced that we will prevail in the Legislature. Ms. Calame explained that although she had missed last week’s CAPA meeting, the organization was still taking a lot of her time, especially during the ongoing state budget process. A CAPA retreat is planned for October.

Ms. Calame reported that she spoke at the May 12th Senior Rally in Sacramento and that there had been a good turnout. She said that the May 20th Capitol Action Day for the state’s disability communities had drawn more consumers than she’d ever seen at a rally in Sacramento.

Peggy Coster asked about the status of the Board Development Paper draft. Ms. Calame responded that she had not had the chance to read through it, but that it would be on the agenda for the next meeting. Ms. Coster requested that new additions to the copy be made to stand out.



	New Business
	None.



	Special Items for Governing Body Meeting


	Reports on change in staff benefits, consumer survey, Comcast needs assessment/survey and Media Committee.



	Announcements/

Public Comment


	Ms. Calame informed the committee that the 939 Market Street Building had been sold and the new management company was coming this afternoon to meet with us. Possible options for future negotiations as regards our lease were briefly discussed.

A handout for the Union’s “Care-A-Van” was distributed. Vans from all over California will be converging on Sacramento for a June 9th rally to save home care. Those present were encouraged to attend.



	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m.




___________

Peggy Coster, Chair
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