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San Francisco IHSS Public Authority
Governing Body – Regular Meeting
Minutes of May 13, 2008
	Board of Directors

Alice Wong

President

Younger Consumer Representative

James M. Illig Vice President

Health Commissioner

Sharon Brunn

Treasurer

Senior Consumer

Representative

Patricia Webb

Secretary

Younger Consumer Representative

Mike Boyd

Younger Consumer Representative

Rosie Byers

SEIU-UHW Representative

Luis Calderon

Younger Consumer Representative

Kelly Dearman

Human Services Commissioner

Elva Moran Hernandez

Worker

Representative

Tatiana A. Kostanian

Mayor’s Disability Council Representative

Gustavo Serina

Aging & Adult Services Commissioner
	Roll Call
	Present: Sharon Brunn, Luis Calderon, Elva Moran Hernandez, Jim Illig, Tatiana A. Kostanian and Alice Wong. Absent: Mike Boyd and Kelly Dearman. Excused: Rosie Byers, Gustavo Serina and Tricia Webb.

	
	Others Present
	Donna Calame – Executive Director, Patrick Hoctel – Executive Asst., Manuel Molina – Fiscal & Operations Manager, Maria A. Olivares – Program Manager and Anthony Nicco – HSA.

	
	Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m.

	
	Agenda & Minutes
	The agenda was accepted as presented. The March 11th minutes were adopted.

	
	Director’s Report


	Donna Calame reported that GB member Tricia Webb is recuperating from major surgery at home and improving after some setbacks. In staff news, Ms. Calame announced that Dwaine Spurlin would be starting May 16th as our new trainer/outreach person. Support Services Counselor Claudia Grubler has been appointed to the Paratransit Commission’s Appeals Board.
In response to the Governor’s proposed cuts to IHSS and other services, Ms. Calame reported that the Authority was that day sending out an informational letter with an accompanying questionnaire to its 19,000-plus IHSS consumers. The mailer (in English, Cantonese, Russian and Spanish) asks consumers to tell how the cuts would affect their lives, their families and their ability to continue to live independently in their homes. Besides soliciting stories from consumers, the questionnaire also helps identify those IHSS recipients who would be willing to speak to the media and possibly before legislators and state committees. It could also prove valuable as a recruitment tool for involving consumers.
Ms. Calame noted that SFSU’s Institute for Civic & Community Engagement (ICCE) had just issued a study, “Disaster Preparedness Among Consumers and Providers of In-Home Supportive Services in San Francisco.” The report, the result of a partnership between ICCE and the Authority, reveals the extent of disaster preparedness in this particular population and makes recommendations for improvements. The study can be accessed through the Authority’s website.
For her Review of the Past Year (5/2007 – 4/2008), Ms. Calame highlighted various items from a handout she distributed to board members. She touched on both internal and external aspects of the agency, especially the Authority’s continued smooth operations and growth; improved working relationships with both the Governing Body and SEIU-UHW; the dramatic increase in demand for On-Call services; Vision and Voice newsletter biannual outreach to over 35,000 IHSS consumers and providers; the success of the July 2007 got RIGHTS? symposium; meetings with representatives from the Governor’s and Speaker Pelosi’s offices; important federal, state and local collaborations; and the PA’s evolving role as a “habilitation” provider, among other accomplishments.
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