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San Francisco IHSS Public Authority

Governing Body – Regular Meeting

Minutes of January 13, 2009
	Board of Directors

Alice Wong

President

Younger Consumer Representative

James M. Illig Vice President

Health Commissioner

Sharon Brunn

Treasurer

Senior Consumer

Representative

Patricia Webb

Secretary

Younger Consumer Representative

Mike Boyd

Younger Consumer Representative

Rosie Byers

SEIU-UHW Representative

Luis Calderon

Younger Consumer Representative

Kelly Dearman

Human Services Commissioner

Tatiana A. Kostanian

Mayor’s Disability Council Representative
Elva Moran
Worker

Representative
Gustavo Serina

Aging & Adult Services Commissioner
	Roll Call
	Present: Mike Boyd, Sharon Brunn, Kelly Dearman, Jim Illig, Tatiana A. Kostanian, Gustavo Serina, Tricia Webb and Alice Wong. Excused: Rosie Byers, Luis Calderon and Elva Moran.

	
	Others Present
	Donna Calame – Executive Director, Patrick Hoctel – Executive Assistant, Manuel Molina – Fiscal & Operations Manager and Anthony Nicco – DAAS IHSS, Vida Jalali – Auditor.

	
	Call to Order & Roll Call
	The meeting was called to order at 1:10 p.m., followed by the roll call.

	
	Agenda & Minutes
	The agenda was accepted after item 5F was amended to read “Mid-Year Review of Agency Accomplishments.” The November 11th minutes were adopted.

	
	Director’s Report


	Donna Calame informed the GB that former board member Mike Smith died on January 11th and there will be a memorial service for him on January 31st.
Ms. Calame updated the board on the ongoing conflict between the national union and local SEIU-UHW. She distributed copies of a letter from International President Andy Stern to Mayor Newsom, informing the mayor that a “successor union will [now] represent the long-term care workers employed by your public authority and currently represented by UHW.” Ms. Calame said that interesting legal issues may come up for the Authority as a result of this dispute, such as clarifying that union that formally represents the workers, with whom we should specifically be dealing and the employer relations laws that will apply.
Ms. Calame reported that in addition to her January 8th Letter to the Editor (“Multiple Wounds”) in the Chronicle, she was attempting to place an OpEd as well. (Note: The OpEd, “Retain services that keep elders and disabled in their homes,” ran on January 23rd.) She said that this was part of a larger effort to cultivate more media contacts, especially during this prolonged budget battle.
Ms. Calame highlighted several meetings with staff of the Mayor’s Office, including one in December with Catherine Dodd on the Public Authority and its Consumer Peer Mentor Program. Also, she and Susan Mizner in the Mayor’s Disability Office are assisting with drafting Executive Directives for the Mayor to consider that would require collection of data from all pertinent City departments on how they spend long-term services and support monies and if those funds are being allocated to home- and community-based service expansion.

Ms. Calame also cited Policy and Program Director Sergio Alunan’s presentation to the Long Term Care Coordinating Council (LTCCC) on the Consumer Peer Mentor Program. Council members were very excited about the program, especially the fact that peer mentors have already helped several people transition from Laguna Honda back to the community.

Ms. Calame reported that ICCE’s “4700 Project,” with SFSU students entering the narrative responses from our budget cuts mailer and questionnaire, is almost done. Only the responses from Russian consumers remain to be input. The Project will help us examine how to best use these consumer stories to reach the public and educate them on the importance of IHSS and the services it provides. However, the stories have already proved a valuable tool in fighting the Governor’s plans to slash consumer services and provider wages.
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