San Francisco IHSS Public Authority

Operations & Coordination Committee - Regular Meeting

Minutes of September 7, 2004

	Roll Call


	Present: Sharon Brunn, Raymond del Portillo and Ethel Richardson. Excused: Vincent Behan and Peggy Coster.


	Others Present


	Donna Calame – Executive Director, Nick Wukich – Deputy Director, Patrick Hoctel – Executive Assistant and Joanne Holland – Consultant.

	Call to Order


	The meeting was called to order at 1:10 p.m.

	Agenda


	The revised agenda (dropping item E.) was adopted.



	Minutes


	The minutes of July 6, 2004 were adopted.



	Issues & Reports
	Concerning the state budget, Donna Calame reported that since the last meeting, the Governor had signed the budget and the federal Medicaid waiver effectively restoring the Residual Program had been approved. As part of federal approval of the waiver, they will disallow payment to those IHSS workers who have certain felony convictions, especially for fraud or abuse. However, considering what was originally proposed for IHSS as a whole, we came out relatively unscathed and she considers that the Governor has learned that there is a lot of political capital to lose by cutting this program.
She also reported on the status of Senator Chesbro’s SB 1365, Olmstead Implementation. The bill has been passed by the Legislature but is opposed by HHS Secretary Kim Belshé. Ms. Calame distributed copies of a letter from the Public Authority to the Governor, expressing our support for SB 1365 and urging him to sign it without delay.
In terms of a CAPA update, Ms. Calame noted that there was not a lot to report, except that there would be a 2 day CAPA meeting in October to review what CAPA has done this year and to strategize for the upcoming year.

Patrick Hoctel reported that a revised and updated Governing Body Manual is well underway.  Minor  revisions have been suggested. A couple of the sections are still incomplete. Ray del Portillo stressed the importance of maintaining the historical documents that were part of the manual.
Ms. Calame reminded the committee members of the PECC-sponsored “Let’s Rock ‘n’ Roll” event on October 1st, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at Union Square. The Authority will have a booth there and is a co-sponsor as well.


	New Business
	Ms. Calame distributed copies of a letter from Mary Ruth Gross, SEIU Local 250, to Board of Supervisors Rules Committee Chair Sophie Maxwell and others, in which Ms. Gross claims that the Authority has improperly appointed members to its Governing Body. We’re drafting a response outlining our contention that we have in fact followed current law in all of our appointments.  


	Special Items for Governing Body Meeting


	Update on our response to SEIU letter. Findings from recent Consumer Survey. More planning for board retreat. 


	Announcements/

Public Comment


	Ms. Calame said that there might soon be two new board candidates: a nomination from the Mayor’s Disability Council and of one of the new DHS commissioners. As such, we will need to reactivate the Nominating Committee to interview these potential members.


	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 2 p.m.




___________

Peggy Coster, Chair
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