San Francisco IHSS Public Authority

Operations & Coordination Committee - Regular Meeting

Minutes of July 6, 2004

	Roll Call


	Present: Peggy Coster (chair), Sharon Brunn, Raymond del Portillo and Ethel Richardson. Excused: Vincent Behan.



	Others Present


	Donna Calame – Executive Director, Nick Wukich – Deputy Director, Patrick Hoctel – Executive Assistant and Joanne Holland – Consultant.

	Call to Order


	The meeting was called to order at 1:15 PM.

	Agenda


	The agenda was adopted.



	Minutes


	The minutes of June 1, 2004 were adopted.



	Issues & Reports
	Concerning the state budget, Donna Calame said that although it was currently on hold, it was her understanding that IHSS issues had basically been settled, with the Governor backing off on most of his proposed cuts. However, part of the “package” required by the administration is a “quality assurance” program.  Public Authorities and CAPA will soon be involved in planning the details of its implementation.  The federal government is requiring that applicants to be IHSS workers disclose under threat of perjury whether they have felony convictions related to fraud or abuse. Should they lie on the application, this could be counted as another felony and, for some, lead to 3rd strike problems.

Regarding the local budget, Ms. Calame said that budget issues at this point mostly revolved around the DAAS consolidation with DHS (and the new Human Services Agency) and didn’t directly have an impact on us. Even though we will technically be under DAAS, this should not change how or with whom we operate. Both PECC and CASE have requested a public hearing on concerns around this new structure.

A general discussion followed on the Governing Body Development Paper.  Peggy Coster said that the intent of the subcommittee was to come up with a brief reference document that would help both members and potential members know what we do and how we do it.  In effect, they wanted to address both recruitment and a more complete GB Manual.  The paper, in its present form, lists some items that the subcommittee would like to see addressed as staff updates and fill in gaps in our current Manual. Ray del Portillo noted that the Manual could also be a recruitment device.  Ms. Calame stressed the importance of members noting specific ideas for what they can do to recruit board members and pointing out gaps in the current Manual.  

Ms. Calame also asked that the subcommittee include in their development paper specific ideas on what Board members could do to promote the Public Authority. Ethel Richardson responded that there had to be more Board participation and volunteering for different Public Authority activities. She stated that in her opinion the Board had not followed through on what it had agreed to do to attract new members; e.g., distribute flyers, speak at events, etc.  Ms. Richardson agreed to spearhead a group that would develop more specific ideas of what board members could do with regard to promotion and recruitment.  Patrick Hoctel said that he would update the committee in September on the status of the Governing Body Manual. 

Discussion shifted to the October 1st “Let’s Rock ‘n’ Roll” event at Union Square. The Public Authority is on the steering committee for the event and will have its own booth there in addition to sponsoring a chair. Board members were asked to find sponsors for people to rock for a certain period of time. The fundraising forms will be available at the July 13th Governing Body meeting.



	New Business
	Mr. del Portillo alerted the committee that the Red Cross has its own national “How to Take Care of Family Members” training and wondered if there might be a natural crossover between our trainings and theirs. Ms. Calame asked who the Red Cross was targeting and the nature of their curriculum. Mr. del Portillo will follow up on these questions and try to get back to the committee with more information.



	Special Items for Governing Body Meeting


	Ms. Coster’s requested that the full board view her taped interview with IHSS worker Merlin Willis made for the Access TV channel.



	Announcements/

Public Comment


	Beginning in August, Ms. Coster’s “Disability Today” show will air on Mondays at 9:30 p.m. on Cable Access Channel 29.



	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m.




___________

Peggy Coster, Chair
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