
San Francisco IHSS Public Authority

Operations & Coordination Committee - Regular Meeting

Minutes of February 1, 2005
	Roll Call


	Present: Vincent Behan, Sharon Brunn, Peggy Coster, Raymond del Portillo and Ethel Richardson.


	Others Present


	Donna Calame – Executive Director, Nick Wukich – Deputy Director, Patrick Hoctel – Executive Assistant and Rick Zawadski  – Consultant.

	Call to Order


	The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.

	Agenda


	The agenda was adopted.



	Minutes


	The minutes of October 5, 2004 were adopted.



	Issues & Reports
	Donna Calame reported that on the state level, the Governor has proposed deep cuts to IHSS in his budget plan.  He wants to phase-in cuts to state participation in the worker wage back to minimum wage level ($6.75 per hour).  However, she has been informed that legislators from both sides of the isle are unlikely to support such drastic cuts to IHSS. Equally troubling is his threat to go to voters with a constitutional spending cap on human services.  CAPA is already working with Protection and Advocacy, Inc., the California Foundation for Independent Living Centers (CFILC), the unions and other groups to attempt a repeat of last year’s successful efforts to resist cuts.

Ms. Calame reported that she had gone to hear the Governor’s address at the Sacramento Press Club. It was obvious from his response to a “special interests” question that he saw IHSS as a labor/union program, not a quality of service matter for consumers. 
The Consumer Board and Advisory Committee Association Conference will be held in Sacramento on June 13-14, 2005. Ms. Calame encouraged as much participation as possible from our GB members. The conference will look at issues such as leadership cultivation and options for how consumer board and advisory committee members can organize and relate to CAPA. Much of the second day will be devoted to attendees paying visits to state legislators.
On the local level, the budget is not really shaping up until the state budget resolves itself. However, it appears that the Authority’s budget will not be cut. In other good news, Phil Arnold and DAAS want to continue our worker training program and are willing to put in enough local money to maintain it at current levels.
In staff news, Ms. Calame let the Board know that Esther Libenstein’s husband had passed away and that she is currently on bereavement leave.

Mr. Hoctel reported that the April newsletter will profile GB member and Treasurer, Vincent Behan. The Annual Report will be much shorter than last time, with more basic features in a simpler format. 
As concerns SEIU Local 250, Ms. Calame noted that the Union had changed its name to SEIU United Healthcare Workers – West. In terms of their challenge to our GB appointment process, she said that we do have allies on the Board that would like to see this issue resolved.



	New Business
	Ms. Calame noted that her contract expires February 15th. Committee members recommended that an extension of her contract be recommended to the full board as an action item (“Recommended Extension of Executive Director’s Contract”) under New Business on the February 8th agenda.
Ms. Calame reported that, thanks to Sergio Alunan, she had phone contact with new DHS Commissioner Brian Murphy, who is willing to consider being on our Board. Patrick Hoctel will follow up by sending a packet of information on the Authority to Mr. Murphy.
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	Special Items for Governing Body Meeting


	See under New Business.

	Announcements/

Public Comment


	None.

	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.




____________

Peggy Coster, Chair
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